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Infatuation with the Zapatistas reveals the crisis 
in broad sectors of the libertarian milieu that are 
incapable of defending internationalist positions in 
the face of the consequences of the capitalist 
globalisation that is taking place. 

One moves from Marcos to Guy Debord without 
the slightest hesitation, social movements in open 
revolt against the system are put at the same level 
as the great patriotic masses of the EZLN. 
Everything is the same and lack of clarity abounds. 
Even more serious is this milieu's willing 
submission to the identity-based and nationalist 
ideas that are at the heart of the Zapatista project. 

The EZLN is double-dealing the young lumpen- 
proletarians who make up its base, It provides them 
with a collective identity at a time of intense social 
destructuring, but channels their revolt into a 
military framework, thus making it controllable and 
negotiable in high places. The EZLN is a factor of 
social pacification in Chiapas today and its leaders 
do not hesitate to point this out. 

Unfortunately, in Chiapas we are far from seeing 
the beginnings of a transformation of social 
relations, let alone a subversion of capitalist 
relations. 
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Beyond the Balaclavas of Southeast Mexico 
liberation', even though populist politicians continue to exploit it. In the 
majority of cases over the last few years at the international level, ideolo- 
gies or movements that base themselves on ethnic identity have resulted, 
in the short term, in the diversion and disarticulation of class-based move- 
ments that opposed false divisions. What is more, as soon as it looses its 
class character, indigenism becomes a prisoner of the interests of politi- 
cal elites that are looking for an easy way of identifying themselves with 
the 'people'. Moreover, via its cultural manifestations, Andean indigenism 
directly serves the economic interests of those who are speculating on 
everything relating to indigenous culture and history by exploiting pre- 
cisely those 'indigenous people' whose identity is fetishized and cyni- 
cally celebrated on the tourist market. Here the irony becomes painful. 
Everything 'indigenous' is put at the service of the tourist industry. This 
industry is in turn in the service of the much- venerated national 'devel- 
opment' or 'progress'. Sometimes it is even seen as the principal ele- 
ment. But isn't this 'development' the pretext in whosac name indig- 
enous people have been brutalised and marginalised for 500 years? The 
sale of indigenous culture is the guarantee of its disappearance. 

Notes 

80. The two latter ones had a demands-oriented character impregnated with sooal-rcvolubon- 
ary elements which went well beyond a strictly ' mdigcnisf platform, as they have a tendency to 
tell it in the oflicial version of h.s.ory. We have in mind the metis origins of the Tupac Amaru II 
and the anarchist influence in the Tahuantinsuyo movement in particular an influence that 
could be seen in their ideology ol the exploited people of the whole world, of all cultures and of 
Ofall races. See Mores Galindo. SocW coloniale et soulevements populates, 1 476and Kapsoti 
Ayllus du soleti—anarchisme et utopie andine, 1 *J84. 

X 1 . Whereas dependency in the traditional sense corresponds to the presence of foreign capital in 
essential industries (Pctroperu, the Tintaya mines, etc), this 'new dependency' Is based on the 
serv.ee industry and cultural production that characterise tourism, as well as the acceptance of 
the principles imposed by the IMF and the World Hank. As a result, Peru is on its way to becom- 
ing a country of beggars: from the children that beg at doorways of the tourist restaurants and 
bistros to the professional who struggles to obtain aid from outside the country 
By dependency we mean a universal capital-proletariat relationship, not a fixed relationship 
between countries or geographical blocs. 
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export. This important cottage industry forms the foundation of a new 
dependency that is establishing itself in the country. 81 A dependency that 
does not liberate but which, on the contrary, reduces the producers to 
slavery. Anyone who observes the social and working conditions of the 
people who find themselves at the base of the pyramid of this 'indigenous 
industry 1 can see this for themselves. 

In the final analysis, indigenous culture today largely obeys the 
laws of the market. These are the laws that define and distort it, accord- 
ing Jo the needs of the same market. Culture is part of the tourist industry, 
which is an industry like all the others where exploitation prevails. 

Meanwhile, the social struggles associated with indigenous de- 
mands are relegated to the 'living museums' of ruins, monuments and 
archives. The image of the power of the Inca empire is used to render its 
present-day descendents powerless by maintaining a culture of submis- 
sion to all forms of authority, lndigenism has become an historical bur- 
den on the shoulders of the multitudes forced to bear it. Day and night, 
Pachachtec on one side and the White Cross on the other, watch over the 
movements of the inhabitants of Cuzco like George Orwell's 'Big Brother'. 
I hese two monuments represent old legends that from now on will serve 
to reinforce the fear and submission of the population. The day they fall 
will be a happy one for the men and women who seek the path of their 
emancipation. 



Conclusion 

We have situated the rebirth of die indigenist idea in the global 
context of ethnic nationalism and its search for an historical identity. 
Contrary to an indigenism which overthrew the political framework as in 
Mexico, indigenism in Peru has lost its former mask as an 'ideology of 
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INTRODUCTION 



Up until now the revolutionary principle has struggled against 
this or that established order, that is to say. it has been reformist 

Max Stirner 



Books, conferences, videos, T-shirts, stickers, marches, commit- 
tees and benefits abound, showing the many expressions of what has been 
defined as 'the international of hope'. Yet no critique has been published 
on 'insurgent Chiapas' and the Zapatista National Liberation Army from 
the subversive point of view. Many anarchists have also given their con- 
tribution, without a word of criticism. Why is this? 

Texts on the question, especially the EZLN communiques and docu- 
ments, certainly provide food for thought (for example: the organisation 
of the territories controlled by the 'Zapatistas', the creation of a 'revolu- 
tionary provisional government', the imposition of 'revolutionary taxes', 
'revolutionary laws' and even 'revolutionary prisons'). But why talk of 
the Zapatista army as though it were an organisation that has gone be- 
yond Marxism-Leninism, a libertarian experiment etc? 

Because one only sees what one wants to see. In other words, the 
Zapatista ideology is merely one more indication of the misery that exists 
generally. The spectacle has contributed to all this: the image of the 
balaclava, the mystery of the forest, the fascination of exotic places; then 
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there is Marcos, with his poetic texts ('gay in San Francisco, anarchist in 
Spain...', 4 a country where the right to dance will be recognised by the 
Constitution...') and his skill in toying with the concept of power. What 
has contributed more than anything, however, is the lack of perspective, 
the fetid united front of a left which has ended up defending the right to 
work and democratic guarantees against the 'neo-liberalism' which eve- 
ryone, from Stalinists to anarchists, claims to be fighting, and the ab- 
sence of any revolutionary discourse which, far beyond the void of his- 
torical celebration, might put the radical problem — the destruction of the 
State, the abolition of the economy and generalised self-management— 
in radical terms. 

Lack of ideas and desires blinds us twice over. First, by concealing 
the real nature of the organisational forms that the exploited are develop- 
ing in social confrontation all over the world (in this particular case, the 
methods of the EZLN and so-called 'indigenous autonomy'). Second, by 
leading the problem of these forms and contents away from in the con- 
crete arena of insurrectional rebellion where they belong. On the other 
hand, why on earth should those who consider rebellion here at home or 
the suggestion that the State does not collapse on its own but that some- 
thing concrete needs to be done about it to be wild and reckless, get en- 
thusiastic about guerrilla warfare in exotic faraway places? Does some- 
thing link the image of the 'Zapatista' balaclava to the daily lives of those 
who work, consume, vote and pay taxes — something akin to passivity, 
that they might even defend with arms? 

The rating of EZLN 's combative facade has actually fallen recently 
in the stock exchange of revolutionary ideologies. Their agreement with 
the French institutional left, the moving embrace of Marcos and the leader 
of the Italian reformed Communist Party (Rifondazione Communista), 
Bertinotti, has perhaps disappointed those who had troubled the insur- 
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system without too many contradictions. Such a situation is not a new 
thing. Even during the colonial epoch, the Inca empire was the focus of 
the great myths which glorified it while the indigenous descendants of 
the Incas continued to be exploited. Since then, the indigenous popula- 
tion has experienced a double slavery: relative to its real masters and 
relative to its own past. 



2 Indigenous Culture as a Commercial Product 

Indigenism is a discourse that claims to valorise popular culture. 
But what is this culture? 

Capitalism tends to turn into commodities everything that con- 
cerns human social life, and the culture of a people does not escape the 
rule. This economic activity guarantees the well-being of a minority. It is 
precisely this minority (middle and ruling classes) that now profits from 
indigenous culture through its economic contacts with the outside world, 
such as tourism, for example. The image of the 'Indian' with his roman- 
tic poverty illustrates the tourist brochures and attracts visitors who spend 
their money in the hotels, stores, restaurants and other places of con- 
sumption. But do these same profits made from popular culture benefit 
the working classes? Those who believe that tourism is the best economic 
choice for Peru should consider the cases of countries like Brazil or Mexico. 
These countries gain a much greater revenue from tourism than Peru does. 
Yet they are countries where social poverty has become particularly acute. 

The current process of privatisation of the tourist industry has no 
other purpose than the enrichment of a small group that is spending mil- 
lions of dollars to purchase businesses that have been put up for sale. 

As a result of its commercialisation, indigenous culture is under- 
going a standardisation of its craftwork and clothing made for sale and 
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risks. They evoke 500 years of resistance, but the only resistance that 
really interests them is that of the colonial period. Their indigenism is 
directly connected to their nationalist plan for a 'united Peru', in which 
they would like to integrate the indigenous populations, thus avoiding 
having to face the conflicts that are destroying the social fabric of a coun- 
try following the path of capitalist development. 

This peculiar historical vision of indigenism expresses itself clearly 
in one of its innumerable cultural manifestations: the mural by Juan Carlos 
Bravo, situated in the Avenue of the Sun. Without wanting to call its finer 
qualities into question, we should remark that in it, social struggles are 
illustrated only up to national independence. Having reached this mo- 
ment in history, the artist suddenly carries us toward a florid dawn in 
which the entire people gaze at a rainbow. This historical leap from 1821 
to our times is nothing other than the official representation of the last 
century and a half. All the trade union, peasant and guerilla struggles, 
and others, that marked the 'Red Cuzco' of those years so deeply are 
quite simply erased from the work, erased from history. As if social con- 
flicts disappeared in the XlXth century with the advent of independence 
and the intensification of capitalist development. 

Indigenism today allows the regional authorities and their intel- 
lectual allies in private and public institutions to identify with the op- 
pressed thanks to an incomplete and mythified history which they dis- 
seminate via the multiple cultural and pedagogical channels that they 
themselves control. This is how they try to justify their status as repre- 
sentatives of the people in the face of a population that has always dis- 
trusted the elites that claim to speak in its name. 

When indigenism is separated from a liberatory vision based on 
actual realities and manipulated from above, it can serve the dominant 
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gents of the Asturias, Durruti or Flores Magon in their search for histori- 
cal paragons with which to justify their support for the Zapatista national 
liberation army. There are no doubt plenty of less demanding supporters 
waiting to take their place. 

The following texts contain- -for the first time - the necessary criti- 
cism of the EZLN and commercial indigenism. Basic common sense, if 
you like. Everyone will be able to find something to think about in them. 
But for our part we would like to take a quick look at the 'International of 
Hope' -that is, at the Zapatista movement— before ending these short 
notes. It is interesting to read some of the transcriptions and summaries 
of discussions that took place during the intercontinental (intergalactic') 
meeting that took place in Chiapas in August 1996. As far as the economy 
is concerned (a question specifically addressed by one of the five 'debat- 
ing tables') the following premise can be found: 'The globalism of neo- 
liberalism makes it necessary to think in terms of equally global alterna- 
tives. The struggle must be at world level.' We can quite agree with the 
concept of globalism in abstract. It is when it comes to doing something 
about it that problems arise. As we all know, it is not the answers but the 
questions that reveal the nature of a project. 

Let us look at some of the points raised. 'There is an urgent need 
to regain power over economic policies so as to solve problems such as 
the workers' situation and wage disparity'. Who, for instance, can face 
the 'problem' of wage disparity, if not those who impose taxes, i.e. the 
government? So, to whom is this question being addressed? What they 
mean by the 'globalism of neo-liberalism' becomes evident in the follow- 
ing phrase: 'Neo-liberalism also strikes countries that have an economic 
administration such as Cuba, victim of an intensification of the United 
States' embargo.' Is it that Cuba with its bureaucratic capitalism is to 
supply an example of work and 'income equality'? Or that 'neo-liberal- 
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ism' represents a kind of inhuman exaggeration by capital, which could 
somehow be attenuated? But let us move on to the 'global' proposals. 'We 
propose launching the following slogan aimed at setting off struggles 
that can be reproduced at world level: writing off (some are simply talk- 
ing about a reduction!) the debts of the poor countries; lowering interest 
rates; self-organisation of debtors; reduced working hours, equal wages 
and the creation of struggle networks of workers, unemployed, excluded, 
etc.' Again: Who can write off the poor countries' debts? Who are the 
"debtors' who should be self-organising? Questions can never be revolu- 
tionary—global in other words— if the answers depend on the enemy, 
i.e., the bosses. The struggles of the exploited would be no more than a 
means of putting pressure on the State and capital (the underlying theory 
of social democracy), not the real possibility of the revolutionary destruc- 
tion of the latter. An •extremist' development of this discourse, the tak- 
ing over of the management of power (and definitely not generalised self- 
management), is in fact Leninist. 

What is meant by globahsm is therefore nothing but broad 
reformism, a Political International. A discourse does not become global 
simply by using the same slogans everywhere, or through exchanges in 
information A global dimension is reached when all social relations and 
all the conditions of life come under criticism: when problems are faced 
concretely, i.e. in their whole context. A struggle for a reduction in work- 
ing hours -a problem now being faced by capital itself by through the 
spectacle and the reserve army of consumers — does not become global 
because it takes place in Belgium, Spain, Italy, Mexico or who knows 
where at the same time. Global implies criticising the very concept of 
work, as wages, social organisation, the power of commodities, moral 
sacrifice, etc., irrespective of the number of those involved 

Other debates merely confirm the above. In the transcription of 
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1. The Political and Cultural Expressions of 'Indigenism seen from 
above' 



The mayor of Cuzco, Daniel Estrada, has decided to exchange his 
leftist identity for that of an 'independent indigenist'. His electoral vehi- 
cle, the 'United Front', wishes to be a force that will please everyone. 
Like the movement of Javier Perez dc Cuellar, Estrada's opposition to 
Fujimori can be explained fundamentally by the threat of the latter 's cen- 
tralising policies relative to all the regional governors, like Estrada, 
Bebnont, Caceres and others. It is their own power which is at <take. The 
mayor of Cuzco thus represents a political current, linked to a broad sec- 
tor of the regional intelligentsia, that has detached itself from a political 
identity to avoid being identified with 'outdated' ideological tendencies. 
This is how they found a new identity in 'indigenism' — until then a mere 
populist appendage of their discourse. This identity reveals itself insistantly 
in the most varied fields: in university lectures and meetings of NGOs, in 
monuments erected by the municipality and in grants given to publica- 
tions. ITiese new indigenists are trying to identify themselves with the 
working classes, given that at certain historical moments, indigenism 
(like all forms of nationalism) assumed the form of a 'banner of the op- 
pressed'. We refer in particular to the resistance movements led by Tupac 
Amaru the First, in the Xlth century, and by Tupac Amaru the Second in 
the XVIIth century, as well as the Tahuantinsuyo movement between 1905 
and 1939'°. 

The new indigenist vanguard wants to profit from the fame of 
these revolutionaries without having to pay the price. The objective was 
to appropriate the image of the revolutionary without having to run the 
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